Resolution supporting a long-term ceasefire in Israel and
occupied Palestine, the return of all hostages, and the delivery of
humanitarian aid.

WHEREAS all human life is precious, and the targeting of civilians, no matter their faith or
ethnicity, is a violation of international humanitarian law.

WHEREAS between October 7th, 2023, and February 19th, 2024, armed violence has claimed
the lives of over 29,000 Palestinians and over 1,200 Israelis and injured over 69,000
Palestinians.?

WHEREAS 41% of Palestinian casualties have been children and 25% have been women.?

WHEREAS as of November 6th more than 500 impact craters over forty feet in diameter have
appeared in Gaza.3 As of December 14th, the Israeli military acknowledged having dropped
29,000 bombs on Gaza, which have displaced 1.9 million Gazans (eighty-five percent of the
population).4

WHEREAS this bombing has left 65,000 homes uninhabitable, and another 290,000 homes
damaged.s

WHEREAS the loss of life from the constant bombing has overwhelmed the hospitals of Gaza,
leaving less than half of Gaza’s hospitals functioning, most at only partial capacity. 6
WHEREAS without a ceasefire it is estimated that close to half a million Palestinians may die
within a year. This assessment reflects both the physical damage to Gaza’s infrastructure and
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the consequences stemming from Israel’s decision to besiege Gaza since the third day of the
conflict.”

WHEREAS the United States on Feb. 20 cast the sole vote against a United Nations Security
Council resolution that would have called for an immediate cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.8

WHEREAS hundreds of thousands of lives are at imminent risk without an immediate long-term
ceasefire, restoration of basic necessities, and delivery of adequate humanitarian aid without
delay to the Palestinian people.

WHEREAS the United States Government has immense diplomatic power it can wield to save
the lives of Israelis and Palestinians.

WHEREAS the Washington State Democrats passed a resolution calling for an immediate
humanitarian ceasefire, urging all parties to prioritize the protection of civilian lives and providing
essentials of life, including water, food, medical and healthcare facilities.®

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE WHATCOM DEMOCRATS:

e Condemns violations of international law, including both the attack on October 7th, 2023,
by Hamas, and the Israeli government’s military response on the 2.3 million Palestinian
people living in Gaza since then.

e Call on President Biden, our Congressional District 2 Representative, Rick Larsen, and
our U.S. Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell, to support an immediate long-term
ceasefire, the return of all Israeli hostages and Palestinians held as political prisoners,
and the delivery of adequate humanitarian aid to the Palestinian people.

e Call on our federal representatives to demand withholding military aid, other than lron
Dome support, to Israel until Israel stops the military assault on Palestine.

Adopted by a vote of 58 to 2 at the 24 February 2024 General Membership Meeting of Whatcom
County Democrats.
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